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Our Vision 

To provide our citizens and visitors a safe, pleasant, and fun environment to live, work 

and enjoy. As stewards of the Western shore of Houghton Lake, we understand what it 

takes to keep our waterways clean, safe, and accessible to the general public. 
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Purpose and Planning Process  

The purpose of the Lake Township Master Plan is to provide guidelines for future 

development within the community while protecting the natural resources and rural 

township character. The Michigan Planning Enabling Act, P.A. 33 of 2008 states: A local 

unit of government may adopt, amend, and implement a Master Plan as provided in this 

act. The general purpose of a Master Plan is to guide and accomplish, in the planning 

jurisdiction and its environs, development that satisfies all the following criteria:  

1. Is coordinated, adjusted, harmonious, efficient, and economical.  

2. Considers the character of the planning jurisdiction and its suitability for uses, judged 

in terms of such factors as trends in land and population development.  

3. Will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote public health, safety, 

morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare.  

4. Includes, among other things, promotion of or adequate provision for 1 or more of the 

following:  

a. A system of transportation to lessen congestion on streets and provide for safe 

and efficient movement of people and goods by motor vehicles, bicycles, 

pedestrians, and other legal users.  

b. Safety from fire and other dangers.  

c. Light and air.  

d. Healthful and convenient distribution of population.  

e. Good civic design and arrangement and wise and efficient expenditure of 
public funds.  

f. Public utilities such as sewage disposal and other public improvements.  

g. Recreation. 

h. The use of resources in accordance with their character and adaptability.  
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This plan presents background information on demographics and economic data, 

natural resources, community services and facilities, and existing land uses. The 

background information is used to identify important characteristics, changes, and 

trends in Lake Township. A public input session was used to gather input from residents 

and landowners. Based on information gathered at this session, the background data, 

and input from board members, the Lake Township Planning Commission developed 

goals and objectives. These goals and objectives, along with a series of maps including 

soils, ownership, existing land use and zoning, provide the basis for the Future Land 

Use Plan. The Future Land Use Map Figure 7.1 recommends locations for several 

types of future development within the Township. The Master Plan was developed by 

the Lake Township Planning Commission with the assistance from the Lake Township 

Board. This plan looks at a twenty-year planning horizon, with required revisits every 

five years.  

Location and Setting  

The Township of Lake is in the middle of Michiganôs Lower Peninsula in Roscommon 

County. Lake Township is one of eleven townships located in Roscommon County. It is 

nestled between Lyon Township to the north, Markey Township to the east, 

Roscommon Township to the south, and Enterprise Township of Missaukee County to 

the west. The township comprises 35.6 square miles with approximately 23.8 square 

miles of land and 11.8 square miles of water. Figure 1.1-Regional Location. 

Lake Township is also a part of the Greater Houghton Lake area which is comprised of 

four townships surrounding the lake. Lake Township is the smallest township on 

Houghton Lake and has several characteristics that define it as a rural resort and 

retirement community.  

Lake Township is where the Muskegon River begins its journey west to Lake Michigan. 

About five miles of the river runs through the township and is used for fishing, kayaking, 

and canoeing. Another unique feature of the township is the many man-made canals 

that run through it giving residents access to the Lake. 
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Figure 1.1 - Regional Location Map 
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Lake Township is divided into eleven zoning districts. Figure 1.2 ï Zoning Map. 

Residential districts cover the developed area around Houghton Lake with commercial 

districts located along the M-55 and Old US-27 highway corridors. The most 

predominate land use in Lake Township is State Forest. The State of Michigan owns 

about 10,800 acres throughout the Township. The Houghton Lake Flats area includes 

770 acres. This wildlife management area is controlled and maintained by the Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources. 

The presence of public lands clearly guides the land use patterns within Lake Township. 

As seen in Figure 1.2 (Zoning) blocks of private lands are surrounded by public lands 

forming a patchwork of ownership. Residential development is predominantly located on 

the shores of Houghton Lake. Other areas of residential development are separated by 

large tracts of public lands and sometimes creates challenges for providing community 

services. Nearly 64 percent of the housing units are seasonal, which creates challenges 

dealing with the influx of seasonal residents and visitors.  

The Status of Planning and Zoning  

Lake Township established a planning commission in the 1960ôs. In 2019 the Board of 

Lake Township established Ordinance 57 which under the authority granted by the 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act of 2008 and the Michigan Enabling Act, Public Act 110 

of 2006, to confirm the powers of the Lake Township Planning Commission formally 

established under the Township Planning Act of 1959. The ordinance reestablished the 

appointments, terms, and membership of the Planning Commission identifying the 

officers and the minimum number of meetings per year of the Planning Commission, 

and to prescribe the authority powers and duties of the Planning Commission under the 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act. The Lake Township Planning Commission will have 

the powers, duties, and limitations provided by those acts subject to the terms and 

conditions of Ordinance 57 and any future amendments to that ordinance.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan_Department_of_Natural_Resources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan_Department_of_Natural_Resources
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Figure 1.2 ï Lake Township Zoning Map 
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Zoning Districts  
 

AG (RA-3) It is the purpose of the AG Agricultural / Forested District to preserve and 
encourage farming, dairying, forestry operations and other such rural type activities in 
areas where such activities exist. Large vacant areas, fallow land and wooded areas 
may also be included in this district. 

R-1 Residential District is designed to be the most restrictive of the residential districts 
to encourage an environment of predominantly low-density, single-family dwellings. 

RR-1 Residential District is designed to be the most restrictive of the rural residential 
districts to encourage an environment of predominantly low-density, single-family 
dwellings. 

R-2 Residential District is designed to permit a greater density of residential 
development than that provided in the R-1 Residential District classification. 

R-3 Residential District is designed to permit a greater density of residential 
development than that provided in the R-1, RR-1, and R-2 Residential District 
classifications. 

R-4 Residential District - Mobile Home Park is designed to permit for the growing 
trend toward mobile homes and mobile home parks and the need for well-located and 
properly developed areas to accommodate them by use under appropriate construction 
and development standards to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the 
residents of such areas as well as the residents of adjoining premises. The area zoned 
for such purposes should be able to accommodate the increased traffic generated from 
such developments as well as the necessary utilities. 

C-W Commercial Waterfront District is designed to allow commercial enterprises 
along the waterfront that support tourism and can co-exist with residential zones. 

C-1 Commercial District is designed to provide retail sales and commercial service 
uses catering to the public as distinguished from industry or general business 
customers, but do not become a nuisance or cause other objectionable disturbances or 
excessive noise. 

C-2 Commercial District is designed to permit commercial uses more extensive than 
the retail variety, occupying greater land areas for each such use, but does not cause a 
nuisance, objectionable disturbance, or excessive noise. 

MO Marihuana Overlay District is intended to provide opportunities for the 
development of certain Commercial Marihuana Facilities.  

FR Forest and Recreational District is composed of State-owned lands. It is so 
named for identification purposes only. For zoning purposes, it shall be zoned the same 
as the abutting privately owned property.  
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Following completion of the 2001 Master Plan, a Zoning Ordinance (9) regulating land 

use activities was enacted by the Lake Township Board on March 23, 2002. The 

ordinance has been amended several times since its initial adoption with the most 

recent being June 8, 2020. The ordinance has provided guidance in regulating the 

location, density, and standards for local development. Lake Township has recognized 

the need to complete a new Master Plan in accordance with the Michigan Planning 

Enabling Act, P.A. 33 of 2008. Two key issues of the plan are to provide a legal 

foundation for the Township Zoning Ordinance and to manage development within the 

Township. By documenting existing conditions such as environment, socio-economic, 

community services, transportation, recreation and land use within a Master Plan, the 

Township will be able to formulate appropriate land use goals and policies to guide 

development and serve as the basis for enforceable zoning. The Master Plan will be 

used as a basis for re-examining the Township's zoning districts and land use 

development controls. 
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Population 

The Lake Township population increased by 6.5 percent from 2010 to 2020 from 1,215 

to 1,295. This is the equivalent of 35.9 persons per square mile. Over this ten-year 

period, the county population has decreased 4.0 percent, the state has increased 2 

percent and the United States population has increased 7.4 percent. 

Table 2.1 
Population Change 2010 - 2020 

Township 2010 2020 % Change 
Lake Township 1,215 1,295 6.5% 

Lyon Township 1,370 1,252 -8.6% 

Enterprise Twp 194 174 -10.3% 

Denton Township 5,557 5,293 -4.75% 

Roscommon Twp 4,411 4,397 -0.31% 

Markey Township 2,360 2,401 +1.7% 

Roscommon County 24,449 23,459 -4.0% 

State of Michigan 9,883,640 10,077,331 +1.9% 
 

Seasonal Population  

Obtaining accurate numbers of seasonal residents and tourists is difficult. Because the 

U.S. Census is conducted each decade in April, the numbers only reflect those persons 

who live in the County on a year-round basis. Because of the high percentage of 

seasonal use homes coupled with tourism and annual events, the population can 

balloon during peak summer months. A rough estimate of the number of seasonal 

residents is calculated by multiplying the number of seasonal housing units by the 

average number of persons per household. The 2020 Census showed that there were 

1060 seasonal housing units in the Township and an average household size of 2.12 

persons. If those seasonal units are occupied the population would increase by roughly 

2,247. Considering the additional influx of seasonal visitors and tourists staying in area 

motels, campgrounds, or family homes, one could expect even greater temporary 

population increases during certain times.  

 



CHAPTER 2 SOCIO -ECONOMIC PROFILE  

9 | P a g e 
 

Table 2.2 
Occupancy Characteristics Lake Township - 2010 ς 2020 

Category 2010 2020 Change % Change 

Occupied 621 596 -25 -4% 

Vacant /Seasonal 1054 1060 6 0.6% 

 

Age Distribution 

Lake Township residents, like most of the region, are almost all white (98.2%) and are 

equally divided between the sexes, (658 male, 637 female). Most Residents are 

homeowners (89.3%) where the average household size is 2.12 persons. The median 

age in the township is 61.5 years, with 43% of the population aged over 65 years of 

age. 

Table 2.3 

Age Distribution Percent Change from 2010 - 2020 

Area 

Age 

2020 
 

0 - 24 

Percent 
Change 
from 
2010 

2020 
 

25 - 44 

Percent 
Change 
from 
2010 

2020 
 

45 - 64 

Percent 
Change 
from 
2010 

2020 
 

65 + 

Percent 
Change 
from 
2010 

Lake Twp 227 -14.31% 151 4.05% 452 2.69% 465 14.28% 

Roscommon 
County 

4789 -15.77% 3883 
-10.49% 

 
7405 -12.32% 7786 16.00% 

Michigan 3078916 -9.73% 2528928 -1.13% 2619683 -2.54% 1823284 32.48% 

 

Lake Township, Roscommon County, and Michigan all gained population in the age 

group 65 and older. Lake Township also saw increases in the 25 to 64 age group, while 

the state and county lost population in those age groups. Losses in population in Lake 

Township were found in the age group of zero to 24 years.  

In conclusion, the Townshipôs population structure is changing. Long-term trends in the 

increase of median age continues at a faster rate than the State of Michigan and US. 

The rate has increased with the downturn in the economy as young families move to 



CHAPTER 2 SOCIO -ECONOMIC PROFILE  

10 | P a g e 
 

other areas for employment. An aging population needs access to social and medical 

services. As the population grows and ages, the communityôs emergency response 

services will experience an increase in demand.  

 

Table 2.4 
Male / Female Ratio Lake Township - 2010 - 2020 

Sex 2010 2020 Change % Change 

Male 593 658 65 10.9% 

Female 622 637 15 2.4% 

 
Household Characteristics  
 

Household characteristics from the 2020 US Census are presented in the following 

table. According to the 2020 Census, of the 587 households in Lake Township, 71.2% 

are households of one or more persons over the age of 60. That is well over the states 

42.9%. The average household size was 2.21 persons as compared to Michigan, where 

the average household size was 2.43. 

 

Table 2.5 
Household Characteristics Lake Township / Roscommon County - 2020 

Area 
Total 

Households 

Average 
Household 

Size 

Household 
w/Individuals 

under 18 

Householder 
Living Alone 

Householder 
Alone 65 + 

Households 
with one or 
more over 

60 

Lake 
Township 

587 2.21 12.3% 24.5% 17.5% 71.2% 

Roscommon 
County 

11,420 2.07 16.6% 35.6% 19.4% 61.4% 

Michigan 
 

4,051,798 2.43 27.3% 27.4% 12.4% 42.9% 

 
School Enrollment and Educational Attainment  
 

According to the US Census Bureau in 2020, of the 1,068 persons 25 years and older, 

91 percent were high school graduates, while 8 percent attended school into the 9th- 
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12th grade with no diploma, and 1 percent had completed less than the 9th grade. 20 

percent had received some college education with no degree, 10 percent had associate 

degrees, 8 percent had earned a bachelor's degree, and 7 percent had earned a 

graduate or professional degree. Compared to Roscommon County and the State of 

Michigan, Lake Township has a lower percentage of residents with bachelorôs and 

graduate/professional degrees.   

 

Table 2.6 
Educational Attainment Lake Township, Roscommon County & Michigan 

2020 

 
Lake 

Township 
Roscommon 

County 
Michigan 

Population 25 and over 1068 19,074 6,853,674 

Less than 9th Grade Education 1% 2% 3% 

9th to 12th Grade, no Diploma 8% 8% 6% 

High School Graduate 46% 37% 28% 

Some College, No Degree 20% 26% 23% 

Associate Degree 10% 10% 10% 

.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ 8% 9% 18% 

Graduate or Professional Degree 7% 8% 12% 

High School Graduate or Higher 91% 90% 91% 

.ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƻǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ 15% 16% 30% 
 
 

Housing Stock 
 
Over past decades, Lake Township has experienced a steady increase in the number of 

housing units, with a high percentage used as seasonal housing. The Census in 2020 

found 1,656 housing units with 596 units occupied and 1,060 units classified as 

seasonal/vacant. Like many townships in northern Michigan, Lake Township has a 

significant percentage (64%) of seasonal housing units. By comparison, 6 percent of the 

housing units statewide are classified as seasonal. According to the US Census 

Bureau, 73 percent of the housing in Lake Township was built between 1960 and 1999. 

New housing construction sharply dropped after ñThe Great Recession of 2008ò with 
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only 8% of new houses being built from 2000 to 2019.ò  Lake Township has seen a 

steady increase in remodeling and new construction in the past 5 years. 

 

Table 2.7 
Housing Counts and Occupancy Status in Roscommon County ς 2020 

Municipality Total Units Occupied 
Vacant 

Seasonal 
% Vacant 
Seasonal 

Lake Twp 1656 596 1060 64% 

Denton Twp 4942 2635 2307 46% 

Lyon Twp 2240 691 1549 69% 

Roscommon Twp 2950 2002 948 32% 

Markey Twp 2520 1203 1317 52% 

Roscommon County 23,069 11,415 11,645 50% 

 

Income  
 

According to the U.S. Census 2020, American Community Survey, Lake Townshipôs 

median household income was $40,089, which was lower than the County and the 

State. The median family income was also lower than the State and County, but the per 

capita income was higher for the Township in comparison to the County, but much 

lower than the State of Michigan.  

 

Table 2.8 
Income: Lake Township, Roscommon County and Michigan - 2020 

Income Type Lake Township 
Roscommon 

County 
Michigan 

Median Household Income $40,089 $41,828 $59,234 

Median Family Income $51,357 $52,363 $75,470 

Per Capita Income $25,720 $23,863 $32,854 

 

Table 2.9 shows a breakdown of income sources within Lake Township, Roscommon 

County, and the State of Michigan from the American Community Survey. The 

estimates show 49 percent received earnings from employment, 61 percent received 
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Social Security retirement, and 42 percent received retirement income from pensions. 

The high percentage of retirees receiving Social Security and retirement income as 

compared to the State relates to the population structure previously discussed. 

 

Table 2.9 
Income Sources in Lake Township, Roscommon County and Michigan - 2020 

Income Sources Lake Township Roscommon 
County 

Michigan 

Subject with Estimate Percent Estimate Percent Estimate Percent 

Earnings 289 49% 6,068 53% 2,977,984 73% 

  Mean Earnings $45,636 $56,075 $86,093 

Social Security Income 363 61% 6,625 58% 1,399,365 34% 

  Mean SS Income $21,570 $21,576 $22,043 

Retirement Income 246 42% 4,404 39% 1,129,960 28% 

 Mean Retirement Income $28,781 $21,733 $25,612 

Supplemental Security 
Income 

33 5% 948 8% 237,021 6% 

 Mean Supplemental   
Security Income 

$10,858 $10,418 $10,653 

Cash Public Assistance 
Income 

81 13% 1,735 15% 620,197 15% 

  Mean Cash Public   
Assistance Income 

$650 $2,853 $5,240 

 
 

Poverty 

Information from the American Community Survey showing poverty rates in Lake 

Township, Roscommon County, and Michigan based on income in the past 12 months 

is presented in Table 2.10. The percentage of families, and families with female head of 

household is higher in Lake Township than the other two entities. The percentage of 

individuals 65 years and over living in poverty is slightly higher in Lake Township than in 

Roscommon County but significantly lower than the State of Michigan. 
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Table 2.10 

Poverty Rates: Lake Township, Roscommon County and Michigan 

 Lake Township Roscommon 
County 

Michigan 

Families 12.4% 10.3% 9.0% 

Families with Female Head 
of Household 

33.8% 24.5% 25.3% 

Individuals 65 and over 6.2% 5.7% 10.6% 

 

Labor Force  

Employment and Unemployment  

The civilian labor force is defined as all civilian individual 16 years of age and older who 

are employed or actively seeking employment. Labor force numbers can change rather 

quickly in response to economic conditions. During prolonged periods of unemployment, 

unsuccessful job seekers can drop out of the work force by going back to school, 

leaving the area in search of work elsewhere or by stopping the search for work. Table 

2.11 presents information on employment trends for Roscommon County from 2016 to 

2020. Jobless rates spiked in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic and have now 

dropped to typical long-term rates. 

 

Table 2.11 
Roscommon County Employment Trends 

Year Labor Force Employment Unemployment Rate 

2016 12,746 62% 8.6% 

2017 12,618 62% 8.7% 

2018 12,426 61% 7.9% 

2019 12,252 63% 7.6% 

2020 12,222 62% 12.8% 

  

Table 2.12 shows the American Community Survey estimates for employment status in 

Lake Township, Roscommon County, and Michigan. Thirty eight percent of the 
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population 16 years of age and older was identified as being in the labor force. This 

percent is slightly lower than Roscommon County but some twenty-two points lower 

than the State as a whole. The high percentage of people not in the labor force within 

the Township and County is attributed to the high percentage of retirees living in the 

Township and County. 

 

Table 2.12 
Employment Status: Lake Township, Roscommon County & Michigan 

Employment Status Lake Township Roscommon County Michigan 

Population 16 and over 1,137 20,767 4,967,254 

In Labor Force 436 38.4% 8,639 41.6% 4,967,254 60.9% 

Unemployed 78 6.9% 1,744 8.4% 562,792 6.9% 

Not in Labor Force 701 61% 12,128 58% 3,189157 39% 

 

Employment Types 

According to the 2020 Census, 53% of Lake Township residents are employed in 

Management, business, science, and art occupations. This category includes education, 

legal, computer, community service, healthcare practitioners, and business and financial 

jobs. Another area of high employment in the township is sales and office related jobs. 

A substantial percentage of the work force in Lake Township go outside the township for 

employment. Neighboring towns such as Houghton Lake, West Branch, Roscommon, 

Cadillac, and Prudenville provide employment opportunities. The average commute 

time for Lake Township residents is 32 minutes. 
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Table 2.13 
Total Employees by Major Employment Type 

 Lake Township Roscommon County 

Occupation Category Total Percent Total Percent 

Management, business, 
Science and Arts 

212 53% 2383 30% 

Service Occupations 54 13% 1660 21% 

Sales and Office Related 74 18% 1882 24% 

Natural Resources, 
Construction & Maintenance 

29 7% 771 10% 

Production, Transportation, 
and Material Moving 

38 9% 1227 15% 

 

Lake Township Finances 

Information contained in this section was generated from F65 forms filed with the State 

of Michigan each year. This section is intended to give a summary of the financial health 

of Lake Township. 

 

Revenues and Expenditures 

Revenue is generated from tax dollars generated from the millage rate multiplied by 

taxable property valuations. Revenue is also generated from other sources such as 

state and federal grants, permits, fees, special assessments, and state share of sales 

tax. Figure 2.1 shows the sources of revenue for Lake Township. The largest revenue 

source has historically been property taxes. In 2021, Lake Township approved two 

marijuana facilities that will be a source of new revenue for the township in the years to 

come. Figure 2.2 shows Lake Township expenses by function from 2017 to 2021. The 

largest expenditures for the township are General Government and Public Works.  Lake 

Township provides curb side trash pick-up through Republic Services and also provides 

streetlights to the residents of the township. 
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Financial Stress 

 

Lake Township is currently in a positive financial position.  The Township has no long-

term debt and is anticipating future revenue to cover expenses in the coming years. 

Table 2.14 shows the townships general fund data for the past 6 years.  

 

Table 2.14 
Multi -Year General Fund Data 

Year Population Revenues Expenditures Fund Balance Long Term 
Debt 

Taxable 
Value 

2017 1,183*  $768,811 $651,973 $1,561,783 $0.00 $115,096 

2018 1,189* $1,109,897 $1,308,781 $1,362,899 $0.00 $117,930 

2019 1,169* $793,686 $676,746 $1,487,849 $0.00 $122,666 

2020 1,119 $821,666 $696,557 $1,612,958 $0.00 $126,280 

2021 1,130*  $892,483 $686,613 $1,982,524 $0.00 $130,391 

2022 N/A $924,799 $749,220 $2,033,844 $0.00 $138,290 

*Estimate 
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Key factors that contribute to the quality of life in a community are the types and 

varieties of services available to residents and visitors. Smaller rural communities unlike 

more populated communities have limited financial resources to provide essential 

services. In the case of fire and ambulance response, many rural communities 

collaborate cooperatively with adjacent communities to provide essential services. This 

chapter of the Master Plan will identify the types and extent of services available to 

residents and businesses in Lake Township. Although these services may be sufficient 

for the needs of the current population, future development may increase the demand to 

upgrade or expand the services and facilities to maintain a satisfactory living 

environment. 

Township Government 

Lake Township is a Northern Michigan General Law Township. The Township Hall is 

located at 1380 Michelson Road, Houghton Lake, Michigan. The Lake Township Board 

consists of five members: the supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and two trustees. The board 

members run the Township government and produce the budget for the Township. The 

Township also has a five-member Planning Commission and a three-member Zoning 

Board of Appeals. 
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Water Supply and Sewage Disposal 

Public drinking water is not available in Lake Township. Residents rely on on-site 

private wells for domestic drinking water. Typical well yields of 10 to 100 GPM with a 6ò 

diameter well is located in bedrock or glacial deposits. Private drinking water wells are 

regulated by the District Health Department under the Public Health Code. According to 

the Central Michigan Health Department, most drinking water wells in Lake Township 

are drilled to a depth of 30 to 200 feet in glacial materials. Wells for facilities such as 

restaurants or motels serving the public fall under regulations of the Federal and State 

Safe Drinking Water Acts, where isolation distance, minimum yield, and water quality 

testing requirements are more stringent than for a private residential well. In some areas 

of the Township, residents experience problems with iron and water hardness. Areas of 

concern would be shallow wells located in sandy soils, particularly in more compact 

developments and around lakes. 

Public sanitary sewer services are available in Houghton Lake area through the 

Houghton Lake Sewer Authority (HLSA). The HLSA was created in 1973 by the 

townships of Denton, Lake, and Roscommon for the purpose of operating, maintaining, 

administrating, and managing a sanitary sewage facility for the benefit of the townships 

and for the betterment of the health, safety, economy, and general welfare of the 

participating municipalities. Beginning in January 2007 the authority took over control 

and ownership of the sewer facilities as allowed under Act 233 of 1955. The authority 

includes the sewer systems of Denton, Lake, Roscommon, and Markey Townships. 

Recycling and Solid Waste 

Lake Township provides curbside trash service to the residents of Lake Township 

through Republic Services.  Lake Township does not provide recycling services, but 

residents are encouraged to recycle with the purchase of a permit with neighboring 

townships.  Roscommon County provides two hazardous waste collections each year in 

the spring and fall. 
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Utilities 

Utilities in the township are provided by Consumers Energy (electric service), DTE 

Energy (natural gas service), AT&T, Verizon, and Frontier (phone service), and cable 

television and high-speed internet are provided by Charter/Spectrum Communications. 

Transportation  

The transportation network consists of federal and state highways, primary and 

secondary county roads, along with seasonally maintained, unimproved public roads 

and private roads. US-127 is a limited access, divided highway. Primary and secondary 

public roads are under Roscommon County Road Commission authority. The primary 

road network is made up of M-55, US-127, Old 27, and East Houghton Lake Dr. 

(County Rd 300). Nearby access to I-75 and US-127 provides Lake Township residents 

with access to recreational and vacation opportunities throughout Northern Michigan 

and the United States. 
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The Roscommon County Transportation Authority operates a county-wide Dial-A-Ride 

bus service that is headquartered in Houghton Lake. Funding for operation of the 

service is provided by a county millage, user fees, and state and federal grants. 

Regional air service is available at Saginaw MBS Airport, Flint Bishop Airport, Detroit 

Metro Airport, Lansing Airport, Grand Rapids Airport and Cherry Capital Airport in 

Traverse City. Gaylord, Houghton Lake, and Grayling have airport facilities for private 

planes. The Lake State Railway runs north-south through Roscommon County. Freight 

transportation is provided from Gaylord to Bay City and points beyond. 

Schools and Libraries  

Lake Township is served by the Houghton Lake School District which provides primary 

and secondary education. The district provides services to about 1700 pupils in a nearly 

500 square mile area that comprises of the southern portion of Roscommon County and 

the eastern portion of Missaukee County. Houghton Lake Community School district 

includes Collins Elementary School and Houghton Lake Middle School which have been 

updated and Houghton Lake High School. 

Our Lady of the Lake Regional Catholic School in Prudenville provides elementary 

education including a young fives/Montessori kindergarten program and continuing 

through 8th grade. The Crawford, Ogemaw, Oscoda, and Roscommon (COOR) 

Intermediate School District provide special education, career and technical education, 

information technology, and general education programs and services on request that 

single local districts find difficult or impossible to provide.  

Higher education is available to the Townshipsô students through Kirtland Community 

College (KCC) in Grayling, with a satellite campus in Gaylord. KCC is a two-year 

institution serving the higher education needs of area residents. They offer programs in 

transfer degrees, health sciences, trades/occupational, public safety, art, business, 

technology, and community enrichment. MidMichigan Community College in Harrison, 

North Central Michigan College (NCMC) in Petoskey and Northwest Michigan College 
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in Traverse City, are two-year institutions with host sites for universities offering 

bachelorôs and masterôs degree programs. 

The Houghton Lake Public Library is in Denton Township. Established originally as a 

school district Public Library in 1964, the Library Board of Trustees chose to become a 

district library in 1995 and passed the successful millage in 1996 to provide a stable 

funding source for the library. Houghton Lake District library is the anchor of the county 

for fiber optic Internet and has in turn tripled Internet speeds. Most library services are 

free. Though small and rural the Houghton Lake Public Library strives to provide the 

same kinds of services and programming that larger libraries provide. The library 

remains patron centered with a board of trustees, staff, and volunteers working together 

to provide a quality library with excellent services. 

Cemetery 

Lake Township Cemetery is owned and operated by the Township. The Township 

Cemetery Ordinance adopted in June of 2016 and amended in May of 2021 establishes 

regulations relating to the operation, control, and management of the cemetery.  
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Public Safety  

The Roscommon County Sheriff Department and Michigan State Police provide police 

and public safety services to the Township residents. The Roscommon County Sheriff 

Department is in the Village of Roscommon.  

Ambulance service is available in Lake Township for basic and advanced life support 

from Houghton Lake Ambulance Service, located in Roscommon Township. 

Lake Township has its own fire department located in the Township at 13473 West 

Shore Dr (pictured below).   

 

 

Medical Facilities and Health Services 

Primary care providers, specialists, and urgent care are provided by Munson and the 

MidMichigan Health Park facility located in Houghton Lake. MidMichigan also provides a 

student-based health center located at the Houghton Lake High School which is staffed 

by a nurse practitioner and social services counselor with an adjusted cost to families. 

Area hospitals include the West Branch Regional Medical Center in West Branch and 

Munson Hospital located in the City of Grayling. Mid-Michigan Health operates Mid-

Michigan Medical Centers in Clare and Gladwin, both of which are within a one-hour 

distance of the township. The Central Michigan District Health Department also helps to 

fill community health care needs not available or affordable elsewhere. The Health 
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Department service area includes Roscommon, Arenac, Clare, Gladwin, Isabella, and 

Osceola Counties. An office of the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

is located in Roscommon County. 

Public Lands, Public Facilities and Recreation  

The location and amount of public land guides the land use patterns in Lake Township. 

Lake Township has over 15,000 acres of public land with 81% (12,378 acres) being 

owned by the State of Michigan. The abundance of state-owned land provides 

opportunities for hunting, fishing, hiking, wildlife viewing, and camping.  

See Figure 3.2 Public Lands. 

Houghton Lake State Forest Campground is on the North Shore of Houghton Lake with 

fifty semi modern campsites and restroom facilities. The Houghton Lake West Shore 

Boat Launch is also in Lake Township on the West Shore and includes multiple hard 

service launch skids, restrooms, and parking area. The Houghton Lake Flats is 770 

acres marshland that is a popular birdwatching destination along the AuSable Birding 

Trail. The Houghton Lake Flats Observation Deck (pictured below) was constructed in 

1998 along Old U.S. Highway 27 just south of Yeager Road.  
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Extending out into the marsh, the platform provides a panoramic viewing area of the 

flats looking toward US 127. The observation deck contains a small parking lot and 

boardwalk, as well as informational markers describing the wildlife management area 

and identifying several species of observable animals.  

 

Lake Township has no recreation facilities located within the township borders.  Lake 

Township completed its 2023 ï 2028 Recreation Plan and is actively pursuing the 

addition of recreational facilities to the township. 

Surrounding communities have parks, beaches, golf courses, and many other amenities 

that are easily accessed for township residents and visitors. 
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