
Lake Township-Roscommon County 
Regular Board Meeting 

September 10, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m. 

The Lake Township Board met on Tuesday, September 10, 2019 for a regular board meeting.  Dave 

Emmons called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance of the United States of 

America was recited. 

Present:  Dave Emmons-Supervisor, Tonya Clare-Clerk, Harry Trier-Treasurer, Absent: Anthony 

Farhat-Trustee.   

 

Motion: Emmons to approve the September 2019 agenda with addition of township credit card.  

Second:  Trier. All in Favor. 

Motion: Trier to approve the August 13, 2019 regular meeting minutes.  Second: Clare.  All in favor.  

 

Correspondence:  Emmons reported receiving information that the U.S. Census Bureau will be 

sending out forms between the dates of March 12 through March 20, 2020 for completion by 

residents.  

 

Public Comments:  A resident voiced her disappointment of the recycle bin being removed.  

Discussion of other township’s recycling/compost sites. 

 

Ed Fisher of Long Point submitted a drafted ordinance for short-term rentals.  Swan, West Shore 

resident has also researched as well as Emmons.  Swan encouraged researching Host 

Compliance.com for assistance in writing an ordinance.  Many volunteers are willing to help. 

 

Budget Amendments: Motion Emmons to transfer $156 to increase budget for ZBA printing.  

Second:  Trier. All in favor. 

 

Financial Report:  Trier presented the Treasurer’s Report–Period ending August 31, 2019 and made 

it available to the public which he reported currently balances.  Trier noted a remark on a tax payment 

from a resident that they are disappointed the township opted out of recycling.  Trier reported that he 

will be at the hall on Monday, September 16, 2019 from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. to collect property taxes.     

Approval to Pay the Bills:  T. Clare provided the public with the credit card distribution report as well 

as a report of all payroll and accounts payable checks, including descriptions, written since August 

13, 2019. Motion: Emmons to approve to pay the bills (checks # 42413 through #42455).  Second: 

Trier All in favor. 

Fire Chief’s Report:  Fire Chief Wrzesinski provided a written report including an Incident Summary 

Review, Policy and Procedure Review, and monthly expenditures.   

   

Ordinance Enforcement Officer’s Report:  Rose submitted report of complaints and land use 

permits issued to board members.  Rose reported that complaints have slowed down.  However, 

there are some issues with Way North and Chalet motels that the Building Agency is involved with.   



ZBA Report: Hull reported four ZBA hearings:  side set-back was approved (2-1) on E. Houghton 

Lake Dr.; side set back denied (2-1) on Long Point Dr.; building site on a 50 foot lot unanimously 

approved (3-0) on June bug; and front set-back denied (2-1) on West Shore Dr.  

 

 Planning Commission Report: None   

 

Assessor’s Report:  Houserman reported completion of 20% field data required by the State. 

 

Old Business:   

Trier explained changes of rewritten Health Care Ordinance 28.  Motion:  Emmons to accept 

Ordinance 28 as is.  Second:  Trier.  Roll call vote:  Trier-yes; Clare-yes; Emmons-yes (3 ayes). 

 

The board agreed for OEO Rose to move forward with attorney for blight properties on West Shore 

Dr. and Muskegon Rd.  A resident reported blight at his neighbor’s and agreed to speak with OEO 

after meeting. 

 

New Business:  

Clare asked for recommendation for demolition of dangerous building at 8801 E. Houghton Lake after 

receiving no bids.  The property used to be commercial and must meet State asbestos requirements.  

Following discussion, Motion:  Emmons recommends 102 Henry Rd. be submitted to HLBA for 

dangerous building hearing.  Second:  Clare.  All in favor. 

Motion:  Emmons recommends 11269 Aqua Rd. be submitted to HLBA for dangerous building 

hearing.  Second:  Clare.  All in favor. 

 

Motion:  Emmons to accept resignation of Pat Ryan as Deputy Clerk as of September 30, 2019.  

Second:  Clare.  All in favor.  Clare appointed Pam Surprenant as Deputy Clerk effective October 1, 

2019. 

 

Motion:  Emmons to appoint Richard Ketrow as Planning Commission member effective September 

10, 2019.  Second:  Clare.  All in favor. 

 

Motion:  Emmons to appoint Pam Surprenant as Planning Commission and ZBA Recording 

Secretary.  Second:  Trier.  All in favor. 

 

Clare reported that she invoiced RCTA to reimburse the township for the cost of the August 6, 2019 

election for $1990.82. 

 

Clare reported a proposed cost to upgrade election equipment of approximately $325 and purchase 

of an election computer that will have Windows 10. 

 

Emmons reported receiving four applications for Trustee, and will be conducting interviews on 

September 18, 2019.  A Trustee will be appointed at an open meeting on September 25, 2019 at 4:00 

p.m.  Masterplan projects and funds will also be discussed.   

 



Motion:  Emmons to accept lowering township credit card limit to $5000 so that a credit card could be 

approved for the fire department for that same credit limit.  Second:  Trier.  All in favor. 

 

Emmons suggested volunteers who are willing to help with a solution to short-term rentals to leave 

their names. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tonya Clare, Lake Township Clerk 

www.lake-township.com 

Approved as written at October 8, 2019 Regular Board Meeting 

http://www.lake-township.com/

