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| NTRODUCTION

Lake Township is located on the North Bay and West Shore of Houghton Lake. The
bountiful resources of Houghton Lake and the Muskegon River which feeds out of
Houghton Lake from the North Bay provide exceptional resources for recreational
activities. However, Lake Township currently does not have any recreational facilities
nor provides public access to these resources.

Lake Township does have several state-owned facilities that offer access to Houghton
Lake including the North Houghton Lake State Forest campground and boat launch and
the West Houghton Lake boat launch. Also, there is access to the Muskegon River and
the Dead Stream Flooding on the westerly side of the Township at a state-owned
facility. The Houghton Lake Flats is yet another state-owned area that has limited
access for wildlife viewing, fishing, and hunting.

The Lake Township Board wants to provide recreation for its citizens and visitors. The

goal is to create safe areas that serve the existing community and future generations

and that will continue to make Houghton Lake
for tourists and visitors.

The Lake Township Board is committed to implementing the recreation plan contained
herein. The board will budget the needed dollars to supplement funds garnered from
granting agencies and other sources to achieve this goal.




CHAPTER ONE
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

Extent of Focus

This Recreation Plan addresses recreational facilities and characteristics within the
boundaries of Lake Township. The plan will evaluate the surrounding recreational
opportunities as well as the socio-economic status of the Township and surrounding
area to determine recreational needs of the population and to plan for improvements
which fit those needs.

Location and Regional Setting

The Township of Lake is in the middle of Mich
County. Lake Township is one of eleven townships located in Roscommon County. It is

nestled between Lyon Township to the north Markey Township to the east, Roscommon

Township to the south, and Enterprise Township of Missaukee County to the west. The

township comprises approximately 35.6 square miles with approximately 23.8 square

miles of land and 11.8 square miles of water (Map 1-Regional Location).

Lake Township is also a part of the greater Houghton Lake area which is comprised of
four townships surrounding the lake. Lake Township is the smallest township on
Houghton Lake and has several characteristics that define it as a rural resort and
retirement community. Lake Township offers its residents a high quality of life.

Geography

As mentioned, a major body of water included within the township boundaries is the
nationally known Houghton Lake. North Bay, found in the township at the northwestern
portion of the lake, provides access for the many residents and their guests to one of
the more fabulous all-sports lakes in the state as well as the Midwest.

The Muskegon River originates from the North Bay of Houghton Lake and traverses
across the northern part of the township where it converges with the Dead Stream.
From there it flows southwesterly to the township line and creates the Dead Stream
Flooding. The Dead Stream Swamp, with portions located in the north and west central
parts of the township, is an exceptionally large example of a northern white cedar
swamp, and one of the largest in the United States. Portions of this swamp are
considered to be the climax in bog forest development.

The township is mostly forested which is utilized as woodlands and hunting lands (Map
21 Land Cover). Minimal cleared land is used for agriculture purposes and residences.
Au Sable State Forest is located throughout the township. Forested wetlands, scrub-
shrub wetlands and emergent wetlands are scattered throughout the township and are
mostly associated with the drainage areas for the Muskegon River and Dead Stream. A
portion of the Houghton Lake State Forest is in Lake Township. This forest provides
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Map 1-Regional Location Map
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Map 21 Land Cover
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Lake Township 1992 Land Cover Map.
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wildlife habitat, esthetic, and scenic values as well as the potential for lumber and
heating fuel.

The abundant wildlife which relies on these varied habitats provides recreational
opportunities not only for residents of the township but also for many visitors to the area.
Large and small game hunting, an activity enjoyed by many includes white tailed deer,
black bear, rabbit, squirrels, and wild Turkey, among others. Bird watching and wildlife
observation has become another preferred recreational activity not only in Michigan but
also in most other parts of the country. Lake Township affords the participants great
viewing opportunities in the area due to the variety of available habitats and accessible
lands.

Lake Township has no municipal water supply therefore, residents and businesses use
individual wells to supply water. Typical
diameter well in bedrock or glacial deposits. Most of the entire township falls within the
Muskegon River Watershed.

Land Use

The most predominate land use in Lake Township is State Forest. The State of
Michigan owns about 10,800 acres throughout the Township. The Houghton Lake Flats
area includes 770 of those acres. This wildlife management area is controlled and
maintained by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Lake Township is where the Muskegon River begins its journey west to Lake Michigan.
About five miles of the river runs through the township and is used for fishing, kayaking,
and canoeing. Another unique feature of the township is the many man-made canals
that run through it.

Lake Township is divided into eleven zoning districts (Map 317 Zoning Map). Of the
districts governed by the zoning ordinance, the Forest and Recreational District
comprises most of the township. Residential districts cover the developed area around
Houghton Lake with commercial districts located along the M-55 and Old US-27
highway corridors. Multiple dwelling units are permitted in any district with approval of
the planning commission.
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Zoning Districts

AG (RA-3) Itis the purpose of the AG Agricultural / Forested District to preserve and
encourage farming, dairying, forestry operations and other such rural type activities in
areas where such activities exist. Large vacant areas, fallow land and wooded areas
may also be included in this district.

R-1 Residential District is designed to be the most restrictive of the residential districts
to encourage an environment of predominantly low-density, single-family dwellings.

RR-1 Residential District is designed to be the most restrictive of the rural residential
districts to encourage an environment of predominantly low-density, single-family
dwellings.

R-2 Residential District is designed to permit a greater density of residential
development than that provided in the R-1 Residential District classification.

R-3 Residential District is designed to permit a greater density of residential
development than that provided in the R-1, RR-1, and R-2 Residential District
classifications.

R-4 Residential District - Mobile Home Park is designed to permit for the growing
trend toward mobile homes and mobile home parks and the need for well-located and
properly developed areas to accommodate them by use under appropriate construction
and development standards to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the
residents of such areas as well as the residents of adjoining premises. The area zoned
for such purposes should be able to accommodate the increased traffic generated from
such developments as well as the necessary utilities.

C-W Commercial Waterfront District is designed to allow commercial enterprises
along the waterfront that support tourism and can co-exist with residential zones.

C-1 Commercial District is designed to provide retail sales and commercial service
uses catering to the public as distinguished from industry or general business
customers, but do not become a nuisance or cause other objectionable disturbances or
excessive noise.

C-2 Commercial District is designed to permit commercial uses more extensive than
the retail variety, occupying greater land areas for each such use, but does not cause a
nuisance, objectionable disturbance, or excessive noise.

MO Marihuana Overlay District is intended to provide opportunities for the
development of certain Commercial Marihuana Facilities.

FR Forest and Recreational District is composed of State-owned lands. It is so
named for identification purposes only. For zoning purposes, it shall be zoned the same
as the abutting privately owned property.
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Map 31 Lake Township Zoning
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Climate

In Lake Township the summers are warm and partly cloudy, and the winters are
freezing, snowy, and mostly cloudy. Over the course of the year, the temperature
typically varies from 11°F to 80°F. Temperatures are rarely below -6°F or above 89°F.

The warm season lasts for 3.7 months, from May 24 to September 15, with an average
daily high temperature above 69°F. The hottest month of the year in Lake Township

is July, with an average high of 80°F and low of 57°F. The cold season lasts for 3.4
months, from November 29 to March 11, with an average daily high temperature
below 37°F. The coldest month of the year in Lake Township is January, with an
average low of 13°F and high of 27°F.

Lake Township receives some type of precipitation 147 days of the year. An average of
31 inches of rain and 60 inches of snow falls each year. The climate in Lake Township
is conducive to both winter and summer recreational activities.

Demographics

The Lake Township population decreased by 8 percent from 2010 to 2020 from 1,215 to
1,119. This is the equivalent of 31.4 persons per square mile. Over this ten-year period,
the county population has decreased 4.0 percent, the state has increased 2 percent and
the United States population has increased 7.4 percent.

Population Change

Township 2010 2020 % Change
Lake Township 1,215 1,119 -7.9%
Lyon Township 1,370 1,252 -8.6%
Enterprise Twp 194 174 -10.3%

Denton Township 5,557 5,293 -4.75%
Roscommon Twp 4,411 4,397 -0.31%
Markey Township 2,360 2,401 +1.7%
Roscommon County 24,449 23,459 -4.0%
State of Michigan 9,883,640 10,077,331 +1.9%

Lake Township residents, like most of the region, are almost all white (98.2%) and are
equally divided between the sexes, (577 male, 594 female). Most Residents are
homeowners (89.3%) where the average household size is 2.12 persons. The median
age in the township is 61.5 years, with 43% of the population aged over 65 years of
age.
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Age DistributionLake Township

2010- 2020
Age 2010 2020 Change % Change
0-24 171 189 18 10.5%
25-44 133 118 -15 -11.3%
45-64 464 362 -102 -22%
65 and over 447 502 55 12.3%

Male / Female Ratid_ake Township

2010- 2020
Sex 2010 2020 Change % Change
Male 593 577 -16 -2.7%
Female 622 594 -28 -4.5%

The average commuting time for township residents is about 32 minutes as compared
to 27 minutes for the average commute time for all U.S. residents. Lake Township
residents travel to local cities such as West Branch, Houghton Lake, Prudenville,
Roscommon, Gladwin and as far away as Gaylord and Cadillac for work and shopping.

Most of the recent growth in the county has occurred around Higgins and Houghton

Lakes which have Michiganés highest c-thnmecentr a
dwellings. The summer population of the township is estimated to be at least double as

64% of the Lake Townshi gnélerrebreatiogal. ng uni ts ar e

Occupancy Characteristitsake Township

2010¢ 2020
Category 2010 2020 Change % Change
Occupied 621 596 -25 -4%
Vacant /Seasonal 1054 1060 6 0.6%

County Socioeconomic Characteristics

Roscommon County is rural and forested. It is about 60 - 90 minutes north of the
industrial tri-city region of Midland, Bay City and Saginaw. The economic base of the
county includes recreation, agriculture, manufacturing, and government employment.
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The population of the county is, 23,459 peaking at 24,996 in 2013, leveling off and
decreasing since then. The county has a work force of about 7,533 persons that
typically commute over twenty-five miles to work. Unemployment in the county is high,
9.3% when compared to both state, 5.6% and national rates 4% (December 2021).

Ninety percent of Roscommon Countyds resident
school diplomas with approxi mately fifteen pe
household income for 2019 in Lake Township was $45,048, and in Roscommon County

it was $42,054. The State of Michigan median income was $57,144 and $62,843 for the

United States.

17% of Roscommon Countyds residents work in t
accommodations and food service, 12% in health care and 10% in manufacturing.

Large employers in Roscommon County include Lear Corporation, Wal-Mart, Home

Depot and the many locally owned hotels, bars and restaurants that cater to the large

influx of tourists.

Transportation

Lake Township is most often accessed by two major north-south State of Michigan
Highway corridors. US-127 runs on the West side of Houghton Lake, through Lake
Township and the I-75 corridor on the east side. M-55 is the major east-west corridor
connecting the southern end of Lake Township to these two major highway corridors.
M-55 is the commercial and mixed-use corridor on Houghton Lake providing the
surrounding communities with its commercial, tourism, and recreation-based
businesses.

Residents and visitors to Lake Township rely primarily on private vehicles for

transportation. Public transportation is available through the Roscommon County

Transportation Authority which allows for scheduled rides countywide, six days a week.

Recreati onal vehicles such as snowmobiles and O
local roads and allow for easy access to trails.

Major transportation routes cross Roscommon County. Interstate I-75 transects the
northeastern portion with US-127 splitting the county running north and south through
the county. There are four truck companies that deal in the county. Greyhound Bus
Lines and Indian Trails provide bus passenger service. The Lake State Railroad hauls
freight in the county. Air travel and freight can go through the MBS International Airport
in Saginaw, Bishop International in Flint, and Capital Region International in Lansing.
The largest airlines serving these airports are Delta and United Airlines.
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Township Administrative Structure

Lake Township is a general law township with a township board consisting of a
township supervisor, township clerk, township treasurer, and two township trustees.
These positions are chosen by registered voters of the township in an at-large election
held every four years. The Board oversees daily operations and budget expenditures.
Maintenance and capital improvements are typically performed on a contractual basis,
although there have been significant volunteer efforts in both areas.

This coordination of efforts will help to provide the best facilities and opportunities for
recreation for all citizens and visitors to the area. Lake Township will endeavor to make
its parks and recreation programs open and accessible to all its citizens. The township
will maintain a policy of constructing its new facilities to meet barrier-free standards, and
all repairs and improvements will be done to those specifications. All programs run by
the township and those conducted by the county, school district or other agencies are
designed to include the handicapped and structured so that all may afford them.

Township Organizational Chart

Township Board — |
Planning Commission

Park s and Recreation
Advisory Board

Maintenance

Volunteers
Contractors
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Role of Lake Township Board

The Lake Township Board will have absolute authority over all recreation functions in
the township. The responsibility for financing operations and maintenance of all
recreation improvements and activities will be that of the Lake Township Board and will
be based upon the recommendations of Planning Commission and the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board.

Role of Planning Commission

The planning commission is a 5-member board that serves 3-year terms. The planning
commission is responsible for completing and updating the 5-year Recreation Plan and
Master Plan. The Lake Township Planning Commission works closely with the Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board. The planning commission will continue to keep the
future growth of the township a top priority.

Role of Park and Recreation Advisory Board

The Park and Recreation Advisory Board was implemented in 2022 (Appendix AT
Establishment of Advisory Board). The newly formed advisory board is made up of a
cross section of interested residents and will help the township move forward on
recreation projects, goals and needs. This board will be the voice of the community on
recreational issues and report back to the Lake Township Board and Planning
Commission.

Role of Maintenance Contractors

Currently the township has no maintenance employees on the payroll. Much of the work
done for the township is through the hiring of maintenance contractors. As plans
develop in the township for recreation, this will be area that may need to be addressed.

Role of Volunteers

Volunteers will play a vital role in the development of Lake Townships recreation
system. With limited amounts of money available, volunteers along with board members
may provide needed work and maintenance at new facilities.

Budget for Recreation

The Lake Township board has the authority to commit funds for Parks and Recreation,
accept grants, and purchase land on behalf of the community. The township board has
allocated $200,000.00 towards the Muskegon River bridge project in 2022. The
recreation capital improvement schedule is detailed in Chapter 6. Lake Township is a
small community and will look for grant opportunities and local organizations for funding
assistance.
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CHAPTER THREE
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Introduction

Recreational services from parks, natural areas, private businesses, Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), and public spaces are used by residents of
Lake Township. Currently the township does not own or operate any recreational
facilities. The following inventory was conducted by physical inspection, committee
knowledge of the area and information from other c 0 mmu n retreéagos [@ans.

Facilities locations are IDed on the maps located on pagel5 and 16.

Inventory of all community-owned parks and recreation facilities.

1 Lake Township has no township owned recreational facilities.

Inventory of parks and recreation facilities inside Lake Township. Map 4

Reedsburg Dam. This trail connects with miles
of trails across northern Michigan.

Map Facility Name Description Owner
ID #
The township hall offers no recreational
1 Lake Township Hall | opportunity currently but includes 6 acres of land Lake
for possible recreational development. Township
1380 Michelson Rd Houghton Lake.

2 Houghton Lake Semi modern 50 site campground for tent or State of
State Forest small RV use. Restrooms and potable water. Michigan
Campground 102 Bayview Rd. Houghton Lake

This rustic campground is located along the
Muskegon River and the Reedsburg Dam. The

3 Reedsburg Dam campground provides excellent opportunities for State of
State Forest boating and fishing. There are 47 sites for tent Michigan
Campground and small trailer use. Amenities include vault

toilets and potable water from a hand-pump

well. The campground is located 5 miles

northwest of Houghton Lake via M-55 and

County Road 300.

This viewing site is on a moderately sized

wetland on the west edge of Houghton Lake. A State of
4 Houghton Lake Flats | parking area, an elevated wildlife observation Michigan

platform and a barrier free fishing deck along old

US 27. Area is open to hunting and fishing.

This designated snowmobile trail traverses the
5 State Designated | township from the northerly side just west of US State of

Snowmobile Trall 127 to the west side of the township by Michigan
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6
Potential Potential purchase of 15 Acres of property Lake
Township Property | located on East Houghton Lake Dr near Long Township
Point Dr.
Boat launch facilities including docking and
7 Houghton Lake parking. This facility has vault toilets and a boat State of
West Boat Launch | cleaning station. Old 27 & M-55 Michigan
Inventory of parks and recreation facilities near Lake Township. Map 5
Map Facility Name Description Owner
ID #
12 acres. Park includes shuffleboard, two
g | Truman Gardner Park | tennis/pickleball courts, basketball court, Markey
volleyball court, horseshoe pits, pavilion, Township
walking trails, playground equipment and
picnic tables. CO-Rd 100 Houghton Lake.
20 acres. Two softball fields, soccer field, Markey
9 | Markey Memorial Park | playground equipment, restrooms, dog Township
park, disc golf and pavilion. Markey Rd and
School Rd.
36 acres. Playground equipment, kiddie
10 park, softball fields, soccer field, picnic Roscommon
Skinner Park pavilion, fithess station walking trail and 18- Township
hole disc golf course. 8555 Knapp Rd.
Houghton Lake
Full basketball court, horseshoe pit, softball
field, 4 tennis/ pickleball courts, playground | Lyon Township
11 Township Park 27 equipment, picnic pavilion, restrooms and
unpaved walking trails. 10635 N. Harrison
Rd., Roscommon.
Regulation and non-regulation ball fields.
12 Houghton Lake Located behind state police post M-55, Houghton Lake
Ball Fields Houghton Lake. Little League
400 campsites with electrical service and
13 South Higgins Lake | modern facilities including mini cabins. State of
State Park Swimming beach, boat launch, picnic area, Michigan
concession stand and restrooms.
18 holes of golf. Beautiful rolling terrain.
14 Quest Golf Course | Full-service clubhouse with pro shop. Full Private
scale practice facilities. Ownership

119 Questview Rd., Houghton Lake.

13| Page




CHAPTER THREE
RECREATION INVENTORY

18-hole golf course located in the center of

15 Pineview Highlands | Houghton Lake. 4761 W Houghton Lake Dr, Private
Houghton Lake. Ownership
4 pickleball courts, 2 tennis courts and a
16 Denton Township basketball court are located on Peachtree Denton
Pickleball Courts Ave off M-18. Township
This trail located 1/2 mile east of
17 Roscommon via M-18, consist of 8.1 miles
Tisdale Triangle of multiple loops. It is a non-motorized trail State of
Pathway where cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, Michigan

hiking, and biking are permitted. The terrain
is relatively flat with a few rolling hills.
Tisdale Road and Wisner Road.

The West Higgins Trail starts just off
Highway 127, north of Lake Township on
West Pine Road, and travels northwest
through state forest land. The trail features State of
West Higgins Trail lots of small ups and downs but there are Michigan
no major climbs or descents. The tralil
requires a Michigan ORV sticker and trail
permit. The trail also connects to the West
Higgins Route which offers an additional 34
miles of trails for ORVs of all sizes to enjoy.

18

Roscommon County has much to offer beyond what is listed in this recreation inventory.
The places listed are the most common facilities that residents use within a reasonable
distance. The inventory attempted to incorporate all the recreational activities included in
the survey.

Grant Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities

Lake Township has received no grants for recreation as of June 2022.
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May 2022
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